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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DEDICATES WEATHER RADIO TOWERS





National Weather Service officials will meet with state, local and other federal officials at Camp Murray on Friday, 11 June at 10:30 a.m. to officially dedicate two new weather radio transmitter stations that will serve residents in south Puget Sound and southwest Washington. With the addition of the two new NOAA Weather Radio transmitters, located near Olympia and Woodland, signal coverage gaps are filled in for nearly every part of the state.





CONTACT: Ted Buehner (206) 526-6095 Ext. 223 or Marilu Trainor (801) 524-5692 Ext. 226


________________________________________________________





LUMMI NATION FIRST IN NATION IN HAZARD MITIGATION





The Lummi Nation is the first tribal government to receive federal approval of their Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan under the provisions of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.  As a tribal government, the Lummi Nation had the option of creating a plan that meets FEMA criteria for a state standard plan, a local-level plan, or a plan that meets both requirements.  By selecting to develop a state standard plan, the Lummi Nation retains its eligibility for a direct federal-to-tribe relationship following a disaster and still has the option of working through the state of Washington.  A formal recognition ceremony is scheduled for 7 June 2004, at 1:30 p.m. at the Tribal Center on the Lummi Indian Reservation (2616 Kwina road, Bellingham).  Media welcome.  Call Aaron Thomas (360) 384-2334.





CONTACT:  U.S. Department of Homeland Security FEMA Regional Public Affairs Officer Mike Howard (425) 487-4610.


________________________________________________





Homeland Security Announces Award of US-VISIT Prime Contract to Accenture LLP 





Asa Hutchinson, Under Secretary of Border and Transportation Security for the Department of Homeland Security, has announced Accenture LLP as the Prime Contractor for US-VISIT to help strengthen security at America’s borders and modernize the border management process.  “This award marks an important milestone in the history of Homeland Security and the US-VISIT Program,” said Hutchinson. “By harnessing the power of the best minds in the private sector, we have taken a major step toward accomplishing our goals of enhancing the security of our country while increasing efficiency at our borders.”  The award, made on May 28, 2004, went to Accenture LLP and its team. 


 


Contact: Kimberly Weissman 202-927-8727�  
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WA STATE RUNNER-UP FOR NATIONAL AWARD


 


Rocky Wens, owner of ESP, Inc., of Lynwood, was recognized last month in Orlando, Florida, as one of the top four small business persons in the United States.  Wens, the 2004 Washington State Small Business Person of the Year, successfully competed against 53 other small business owners across the country for national Small Business Administration (SBA) honors.


 


CONTACT: SBA Region 10, Roger Hopkins (206) 553-7082. 


____________________________________________





AMERICAN RED CROSS KID’S SAFETY DAY ACTIVITIES





On Saturday, June 5th, the American Red Cross Serving King & Kitsap Counties will be participating in "Kids Safety Day" in Port Orchard and in "Bainbridge Island Safe Kids Day."  The following Saturday, June 12th, it will be "Kitsap County Safety Saturday for Kids."  Contact: Jackie Fojtik, Red Cross West Sound Service Center in Bremerton, 360-377-3761.





TYEE HIGH SCHOOL “MEASLES INITIATIVE”





On Friday, June 11th, students of Tyee High School (Highline School District in SeaTac) will present local Red Cross representatives with a check for $4,100 for the Red Cross "Measles Initiative," a program to vaccinate 200 million African children against one of the leading killers of children there.  By the year 2005, it is estimated that 1.2 million deaths will have been prevented. The vaccinations cost approximately $1 each.


 


CONTACT: American Red Cross King & Kitsap Counties Director of Public Affairs Mike Eagan (206) 726-3545 or (360) 377-3761 Ext. 13104


_________________________________


USCIS IMPROVES CUSTOMER: EXPANDS ONLINE FILING


The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has expanded its electronic filing or E-Filing program.  This simple and friendly to use system allows customers to go online to apply for certain immigration benefits.  USCIS has added six of the most commonly used immigration applications online, totaling the available applications on the USCIS website to eight forms.  Together, the eight forms account for more than 50% of the total volume of benefits applications USCIS receives annually.





E-Filing is just one of several Internet-based services that USCIS customers can access.  Customers can also visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscis.gov" �www.uscis.gov� to check the status of a pending application; schedule a date and time to meet with an Immigration Officers using a new initiative called InfoPass; obtain immigration information; and download free forms.





CONTACT:  Contact USCIS, Public Affairs: 202-353-8472.














The Seattle Federal Executive Board is an association of the heads of approximately 150 agencies headquartered in Greater Seattle.  SFEB members represent over 19,000 federal workers employed in the Puget Sound Area.
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