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Editors Federal Government News TIP SHEET is published by the SFEB Public Affairs Committee.  For more information on SFEB or the Public Affairs Committee call SFEB PAC Chair Stephanie C. Magill (425) 483-4953 or Vice Chair Mike Howard (425) 487-4610.








  SBA REGULATORY FAIRNESS HEARING


The National Ombudsman of the U.S. Small Business Administration, Michael Barrera, and members of the Region X Regulatory Fairness Board, will conduct an SBA Regulatory Fairness Hearing July 27 from 8:30 a.m. to noon.   The hearing will be conducted at the SBA Seattle District Office, 1200 6th Avenue, Suite 1700.  It will be simultaneously teleconferenced to the SBA Spokane Branch Office, 801 West Riverside Avenue, Suite 240.  In Seattle the hearing will be translated into Mandarin Chinese.   


Small business owners and business and industry groups are invited to testify at either location regarding instances of unfair or excessive regulatory enforcement actions.  Such actions include:  repetitive audits or investigations, punitive fines, penalties, threats, and/or retaliation.  The National Ombudsman does not have jurisdiction to assist small business owners with issues regarding:  SBA lending, securing government contracts and/or proposed regulations  Anyone wishing to testify, and representatives of federal regulatory agencies and business groups who wish to attend, should contact Roger Hopkins at the SBA Seattle District Office, 206-553-7082. For information on attending the teleconferenced hearing in Spokane contact Coralie Myers at 509-353-2800.  Information is also available from the  Office of the National Ombudsman at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sba.gov/ombudsman" �http://www.sba.gov/ombudsman�.  


CONTACT: U.S. SBA Seattle District PIO Roger Hopkins, (206) 553-7082.


________________________________________________________





WA WILDFIRE OUTLOOK: ABOVE NORMAL FIRE RISK





The National Interagency Fire Center’s Wild Fire Outlook is projecting a very active fire season for Eastern Washington, and much of western Washington.  The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency and the U.S. Fire Administration offer a single message: The time to mitigate disasters’ worst effects is now…before disaster strikes.  To protect homes from wildfires, FEMA Regional Director John Pennington urges the creation of “defensible perimeters” by clearing flammable debris away from homes and structures, particularly in urban interface areas nestled near forested tracts. “Prevention is worth a pound of cure, and every fire season I spend the first few weekends cutting trees and clearing underbrush from my own home,” said Pennington. “Many of us tend to think of wildfires as a wilderness or east of the mountains thing.  Fires west of the cascades may be fewer and farther between, but when these woods go up, they really go up, placing a lot more homes at risk.”  For wildfire mitigation tips visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.usfa.fema.gov/" ��http://www.usfa.fema.gov/�





CONTACT:  U.S. Department of Homeland Security FEMA Regional Public Affairs Officer Mike Howard (425) 487-4610.


 























Editors’ Federal Government News TIP SHEET – Page 2			             JULY 2004








SFEB SPONSORS BLOOD DRIVE


 


The Seattle Federal Executive Board will sponsor their monthly blood drive Friday, 16 July from 9-11:30 a.m. and 12:15 to 3 p.m. at the Jackson Federal Building Fourth Floor Auditorium (915 Second Avenue in downtown Seattle).  To sign up, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.seattle.feb.gov/blood.htm" ��http://www.seattle.feb.gov/blood.htm�  or  � HYPERLINK "http://www.psbc.org" ��http://www.psbc.org�.


 


CONTACT: SFEB Executive Director Anne Tiernan (206) 220-6171. 


____________________________________________








MARYMOOR PARK SHOWCASES VIETNAM MEMORIAL





One of the half-size reproductions of the Vietnam Memorial -- "The Wall" -- will be displayed at Marymoor Park this July 1-4. The sponsors are looking for volunteers to help staff the exhibit for 12 hours on each of those four days, primarily helping people find names via the directory.  If interested, or know someone who might be, please call Allison at KVI radio, 206-404-3076.  "Together, we can save a life" 


 


CONTACT: American Red Cross King & Kitsap Counties Director of Public Affairs Mike Eagan (206) 726-3545 or (360) 377-3761 Ext. 13104





_________________________________





USCIS WELCOMES 16,000 NEW CITIZENS ON JULY 4th


More than 16,000 men, women and children from throughout the United States will raise their right hands and become America’s newest citizens during special 4th of July naturalization ceremonies.  Held at locations across the United States, U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services (USCIS) will commemorate our nation’s 228th birthday by highlighting “Citizenship: The American Dream in Action,” at each celebration. 


Seattle’s naturalization ceremony is scheduled for 4 July 2004 at the Seattle Center.





 “As a naturalized citizen myself, I can think of no better way to celebrate America and to commemorate the 4th of July than to welcome America’s newest citizens,” said Eduardo Aguirre, Director of USCIS.  “For reasons too numerous to list, our newest citizens have left one life behind to start a new one here in America. USCIS is pleased to have played a role in the fulfillment of their American Dream.”





On March 1, 2003, USCIS became one of three legacy Immigration and Naturalization Service components to join the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  USCIS is charged with transforming and improving the delivery of immigration and citizen services, while enhancing our nation’s security.





CONTACT:  Contact USCIS Public Affairs: 202-353-8472.














The Seattle Federal Executive Board is an association of the heads of approximately 150 agencies headquartered in Greater Seattle.  SFEB members represent over 19,000 federal workers employed in the Puget Sound Area.











_1037686124.bin

